
Tiwai Pointer
New Zealand Aluminium Smelters Limited April 2015

SPECIAL  ANZAC  EDITION
Welcome to our special ANZAC edition of the Tiwai Pointer, a tribute to remember and honour the service 
and sacrifice of so many New Zealanders and Australians who served during the wars.  The stories contained 
in this edition are the stories of our people, the relatives of NZAS employees who went into battle.
This year marks the centenary of 
World War One’s Gallipoli campaign. 
This campaign was a costly failure 
with 44,000 Allied soldiers killed. 
The loss for our young nations was 
brutal with 2,779 New Zealanders 
and 8,700 Australians losing their 
lives – about a fifth of those who 
fought on the peninsula.
The original intent of this edition was 
to commemorate the brave soldiers 

who fought in WWI, however as 
we received so many interesting 
stories from other wars, this 
newsletter is now dedicated to all 
those who fought for our country.
War has had a huge impact on New 
Zealand.  In WWI alone, more than 
100,000 New Zealanders (around 
10 per cent) served overseas.  
Over 18,000 never came home 
and another 200 later died from 

their wounds. There were 59,500 
casualties in total. Five per cent 
of our country’s military-aged 
men were killed and many were 
wounded.
It is important that we  
commemorate our war heroes 
and of course ANZAC Day  
(25 April) has become a special 
day of remembrance for all New 
Zealanders and Australians.

Our People – giving a helping hand to the RSA
As part of our site Gallipoli centenary 
commemorations, a number of employees 
helped the Invercargill RSA to sell 
poppies on Poppy Day (Friday 17 April).  
Thanks to our volunteers for supporting 
this very worthy cause - Doug Arthur 
(Carbon), Natasha Eckhold (Carbon), 
Nicola Thomas (Management), Kay 
Shaw (Supply Chain), Allan Meikle 
(Metal Products), Nadine Hancock 
(Commercial Services), Nick Weiring 
(Metal Products) and his daughter 
Kayla, Peter McMillan (Supply Chain), 
Nigel Finnerty (Operational Services),  
Darren Schwass (Carbon) and Andrea 
Carson (Community Relations).
Have you ever wondered why poppies 
are used to commemorate ANZAC Day? 
During WWI much of the fighting took 
place in Western Europe with previously 
beautiful countryside bombed and 
fought over, again and again.  The 
landscape quickly turned into fields of 
mud, where little or nothing could grow.

Bright red Flanders poppies were 
delicate but resilient flowers and grew in 
their thousands, flourishing even in the 
middle of all of the chaos and destruction. 
In the spring of 1915, shortly after losing 
a friend in Ypres, a Canadian doctor, Lt 
Col John McCrae was inspired by the 
sight of poppies and wrote a now famous 

poem called “In Flanders Fields.”
The poppies from Lt Col McCrae’s 
poem inspired an American academic, 
Moina Michael to make handmade red 
silk poppies which were then brought 
to England by a French woman, Anna 
Guerin. The British Legion, formed in 
1921, ordered 9 million of the poppies 
which they sold on Armistice Day 
that year. The poppies sold out almost 
immediately and that first ever ‘Poppy 
Appeal’ raised over £106,000, which 
was a huge amount of money at the time.

Poppy Day has been part of the New 
Zealand calendar since 1922, making 
it one of the oldest nationwide appeals.  
That year a total of 245,059 small 
poppies and 15,157 larger versions 
were sold, earning £13,166. Of that 
amount, £3,695 was sent to help war-
ravaged areas of northern France with 
the remainder going to unemployed 
returned soldiers and their families.

The Poppy Day annual appeal supports 
veterans as well as ex-service people 
and their families in need.

NZAS volunteers Natasha Eckhold (left) & Kay Shaw on Poppy Day



Local schools embrace ‘Fields of Remembrance’
Remembrance is not just a salute 
to the past. It’s also a way to 
carry the stories and ideals of our 
grandparents, great-grandparents 
and great-great grandparents into 
our world today.  To connect across 
the generations and honour our 
ancestors a number of local schools 
have embraced the ANZAC spirit, 
in the ‘Fields of Remembrance’ 
programme.
This week 30 white crosses stand on 
each school field, in remembrance 
of those who served during World 
War One, forming the backdrop 
for remembrance ceremonies.
Lieutenant Commander Nigel Finnerty, 
Regional Naval Officer for Southland, 
attended a number of remembrance 
services as the New Zealand Defence 
Force Representative. “It’s great 
to see the schools and kids getting 
involved in these ceremonies. 
These are milestone events in our 
history that make who we are.”

The ceremonies were not only an 
opportunity to remember and honour 
the service and sacrifice of New 
Zealanders who served during WWI, 
but also an occasion to remember 
everyday Kiwis who supported the 
war effort on the home front through 
farming, manufacturing and other 
industries, including the many women 
who stepped into jobs vacated by men 
going to war and who were involved 
in fundraising and relief efforts.

As Lieutenant Commander Finnerty 
says, “The kids are our future, and they 
are a product of our past, so having 
them involved and so interested in how 
we came to be who we are is amazing.  
103,000 New Zealanders served in 
WWI and of that 59,500 were injured 
and 18,200 died.  Every community 
in New Zealand was affected so 
what better way to remember this 
sacrifice than by involving the schools 
and kids right across the country.” 

Lieutenant Commander Nigel Finnerty

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe

To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

IN FLANDERS FIELDS by John MCrae (May 1915)



The “Canon” as it is known in Neil 
Hughes’ (Carbon Rodding) family, 
is a German WWI Krupp designed 
and manufactured field gun, originally 
designed as a normal FK77 (Field 
Kanon 7.7 cm) back in 1898. It is 
the only one in New Zealand and it 
is thought that only about five of its  
type still exist worldwide.
During the First World War, two 
hundred of these canons were 
recalled to the Krupp factory to 
be lightened and refitted with a  
recoiling barrel, among other 
improvements.  The changes were 
made as a result of the British 
bringing their tanks into battle, 
leaving the Germans without 
anything suitable to take them on. 
The modifications also allowed 
the canons to be handled on 
the battlefield so that a team of 
soldiers could dismantle and 
move them quickly to wherever 
they were needed.  
This canon came to New Zealand 
on the ship the “Cooee” in 1919 and  
was used as a war memorial until the 

late 1940s-early 1950s when it became 
derelict in a farmer’s paddock. 

Neil’s father-in-law Rod McDonald 
asked the land owner if he could 
have the canon and so took it 
to Manapouri to sit on his front 
lawn.  When the family moved 
to Earnscleugh (near Alexandra) 
he stationed the canon above his 
house pointing at the front gate.  
The family joke was that if any 

undesirable suitor for his daughter 
turned up he would get a blast from 
the canon before he got the gate open.  
About seven years ago as a result 
of failing health, Rod and his wife 
Daphne moved into the Alexandra 
township and gave Neil possession of 
the canon.  He has subsequently had 
it restored and recently refurbished in 
Canterbury ready for use on ANZAC 
Day in Te Anau.  

Neil’s WWI Canon

World War One facts’n’figures
• WWI began on 28 July 1914 and 

lasted until 11 November 1918

• Differences in foreign policies 
were to blame, although the 
immediate cause was the 
assassination of Austria’s 
Archduke Ferdinand which 
resulted in Austria and 
Hungry invading Serbia

• The two main sides were the 
Allies, which included France, 
Great Britain and Russia who 
opposed primarily Germany, 
Austria and Hungry.  In total 30 
countries were involved in the war

• Britain declared war on Germany in 
August 1914 and as New Zealand 
was part of the British Empire, 
it meant that we were at war too

• 65 million troops were mobilised 
during WWI

• By the end of the war over 9 
million soldiers had been killed 
and another 21 million wounded

• Other names for WWI included ‘The 
War to End All Wars’, ‘The War of 
the Nations’ and ‘The Great War’

• Over 200,000 men died in the 
trenches of WWI

• Trenches were infested with 
millions of rats, frogs and lice

• On Christmas Eve 1914, both 
sides declared an unofficial truce 
and sang Christmas carols to each 
other. Football matches were 
played in no-man’s land (the area 
between the Germans and the 
British) trenches, and the German 
and British soldiers exchanged 
food and souvenirs.  The following 
Christmas both sides had orders 
to shoot any soldier who did this

Information sourced from the New Zealand 
Defence Force



The New Zealand Mounted Field Ambulance
Doug Hall’s (CCG) grandfather, Andrew Davidson, 
served with the New Zealand Mounted Field Ambulance 
(NZMFA) in Egypt for more than three years during 
the First World War.  When he returned to New 
Zealand he undertook a Masters of Arts degree which 
he completed in 1938. The information below is based 
on his thesis describing the work of the NZMFA.

The New Zealand Mounted Field Ambulance was a unit 
of the New Zealand Expeditionary Force. They departed 
Wellington on the S.S Maunganui on 16 October 1914 with 
nine other transporters and four warships, with the convoy 
eventually arriving in Alexandria, Egypt on 3 December.  
They then travelled by rail to Zeitoun, Cairo where the force 
set up base camp.

The NZMFA’s equipment was worse than that of any 
other dominion.  The ambulance wagons, which were 
converted delivery vans, had to be altered by the state 
wagon works in Cairo and even then required six horses 
to pull them empty through the sands.
In the first engagement between Turk and New Zealand 
soldiers at Serapeum on the canal in February 1915, 
the discovery was made that the regimental medical 
officers were insufficiently equipped with medical stores.  
Fortunately casualties were light, however despite repeated 
requests, very little was done to remedy the medical supply 
situation and this meant that the unit couldn’t take to the 
field.  The issues of supply shortages and poor equipment 
were to be a continuing problem and were generally 
resolved by the ingenuity of the NZMFA personnel 
themselves as they modified and designed working 
equipment to suit the terrain they found themselves in.
On 9 May 1915 the NZMFA, complete with transport, 
departed Alexandria on the S.S Kingstonian for Gallipoli.
The following excerpt is an example of this unit’s gallantry: 

NZ 2nd Field Ambulance hospital interior

NZ Ambulance wagon in the Sinai desert

The Gallipoli battle

“When grey dawn on the morrow broke, fresh troops 
had already reinforced the front line in readiness 
for the final assault on Chunuk Bair which was the 
strategical key to the Gallipoli peninsula.  Both sides 
were utilising all available resources to their utmost 
capacity, but at a tremendous cost to human life. 
The main casualty clearing station which had been 
specially organised for the August attack was missing, 
so that the pressure of casualties, which it was designed 
to remove, became concentrated at the brigade 
ambulance headquarters. This deplorable breakdown 
in organisation not only increased the already heavy 
burdens of the field ambulances but hampered their 
efficiency, and in this respect the NZMFA personnel 
dutifully shouldered the extra responsibility.  By now the 
casualties were so heavy that the congestion of wounded 
at ANZAC rendered further evacuations to the beach 
inadvisable.  Throughout the day the personnel of the 
NZMFA who had been continuously on duty since the 
evening of the 6th, two days prior, operated from the 
dressing station at “chalk hills,” a bluff at the western 
extremity of Bauchop’s hill.  Tired beyond the limit of 

weariness, the stretcher bearers and dressers brought 
their reserves of willpower to bear on worn-out bodies.  
To make matters worse, the lines of communication, with 
respect to ambulance organisation, had broken down.
At 8 pm, the situation was so desperate, that rigid 
stoical indifference was essential if the tremendous 
difficulties were to be overcome.  The vicinity of the 
dressing station was a dust-grey welter of wounded, 
half naked, hungry, thirsty and forlorn; the handful of 
men being quite inadequate to help the merest fraction 
of the sufferers of the various races.  Even water was 
scarce; blankets were a luxury.  As most ANZACs, 
lying out on stretchers in the chilly night air, had 
fought all day in their shirts, the hardship equalled, 
if it did not surpass, the limit of human endurance.”



He hath fought the good fight …
One of three sons, my grandad 
was the only one who came home 
from the First World War.  It 
is only now that I have begun 
to understand the huge impact 
that war had on my own family.

When my mother used to show me 
photos of my grandad and two great-
uncles who were soldiers it didn’t mean 
as much to me.  But now with so much 
emphasis on the Gallipoli centenary 
commemorations the grim reality of war 
has really hit home and made me want 
to learn more about my family’s history.

My grandad, Duncan, and his two 
brothers, Archibald and Neil, fought 
during WWI.  They left behind a sister, 
Jeannie; and a younger brother, James, 
who was too young to join the army.  
Imagine how awful it must have been to 
farewell three of your sons not knowing 
if any of them would come home?  

This was the awful truth for the Sellars 
family, with only one son returning – 
my grandad.  He was discharged from 
the Army in April 1919, no longer 
physically fit for war service due to an 
illness contracted whilst on active duty.

Archibald and Neil Sellars, though, 
paid the ultimate price losing 
their lives during battle in France.
Archibald, a sawmiller, joined the 
Army as a Gunner and then transferred 
to the Tunnelling Corps in the rank 
of Sapper.  He was killed in action in 
the field on 14 October 1917, aged 
30 years, and is buried in Faubourg 

D’Amiens Cemetery in France.
His younger brother, Neil, also a 
sawmiller, was only 21 years old when 
he died of wounds on 14 June 1916.  
He was a Rifleman of A Company, 
2nd Battalion, Trentham Regiment.
His final resting place is at Bailleul 
Communal Cemetery Extension in 
Nord, France. 
Neil was awarded three medals for 
his service in the NZ Army, the  
1914-15 Star, British War Medal and 
the Victory Medal.

Neil pictured with his sister Jeannie before 
he went to war

“I am very sorry to tell you your son 

Private Neil Sellars was brought in here to 

No. 2 Casualty Clearing Station (British 

Expeditionary Force) yesterday afternoon 

very severely wounded in the leg, face and 

jaw, and though everything possible was 

done for him he passed peacefully away 

at 10 minutes past twelve last night.  The 

Presbyterian Chaplain visited him and he 

was quite conscious and able to speak to ask 

for what he wanted.

I told him I would write and let you know 

we were taking care of him and he sent his 

love to all at home.  He will be laid to rest 

in a part of the cemetery here reserved for 

our brave troops and a little wooden cross 

bearing the name and date marks each 

resting place.  I enclose a lock of his hair 

someone may value.

– with much sympathy”

The Sister-in-Charge of the field hospital sent the  
following letter to Neil’s parents: 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

Andrea Carson (Community Relations) 



21 and off to war
Colin McMillan, father of Peter 
McMillan from Supply Chain, 
served in the 2nd NZ Expeditionary 
Force of the New Zealand Army 
during the Second World War, 
holding the rank of Signalman and 
serving for just over four years.  

Now 95 years old, Colin is the only 
remaining living member of his platoon.  
Peter says his dad will talk about the 
laughs they had during the war but never 
mentions his experiences in battle.  

After joining the Army, Colin’s first 
posting was to the Pacific Islands.  
Following this stint in the Pacific, 
his platoon was shipped out to South 
Africa, Egypt and then onto Europe.  

Peter says one of the funniest stories 
his Dad tells is of his time in Egypt.  
Colin had enjoyed some R&R time 
with a number of fellow soldiers 
and was returning back to camp in 
an Army truck.  Unfortunately they 
had all enjoyed too much of the local 
brew and were a little impaired in the 
driving department – driving straight 
over a sand dune and through the 

Christmas card to home

Mother’s Day card

Colin McMillan (third from left in the back row) with other members of his platoon  
in the Pacific

Officers’ tents.  But in true ANZAC 
spirit they decided not to stop, carried 
on driving, and were never caught.

During WWII the Army distributed  
cards to soldiers to send to their families 
to celebrate Christmas and Mother’s 
Day.  As a security measure the Army 

gathered the cards and distributed them 
in bulk to New Zealand. It was common 
place for families to not always 
know where their sons were serving.

Peter’s family have some wonderful 
memorabilia of his Dad’s service 
including photos and cards to home.



A Hero of El Alamein (WWII)

Dave Jenkins, father of Logan 
Jenkins’ (Shipping Services) served 
in the New Zealand Army’s 23rd 
Battalion during the Second World 
War, firstly as a Private and later 
rising to the rank of 2nd Lieutenant. Dave Jenkins writing his diary

sides lay unburied and the long hours 
of darkness when we laid mine fields 
and did miles of wiring, all half sick 
with dysentery and desert sores. A 
wonder how we stood it, my God 
what a pack of scarecrows we were.”

David (Dave) Sutherland Jenkins was 
born on 21 December 1912 and before 
joining the war effort was a farmer 
from Tuatapere.

Following initial army training 
at Burnham Military Camp, 
Dave was shipped out for further 
training in Britain and South Africa 
before fighting in the deserts of 
North Africa.  Dave fought in the 
battle of El Alamein - one of the 
most decisive victories of WWII 
–150 miles west of Cairo, Egypt.

The Battle of El Alamein was 
primarily fought between two of the 
outstanding commanders of WWII, 
Montgomery and Rommel.  The 
Allied victory at El Alamein led to 
the retreat of the Afrika Korps and 
the German surrender in North Africa 
in May 1943.  25,000 Germans and 
Italians were killed or wounded in the 
battle, along with 13,000 Allied troops.

Some of the conditions the soldiers 
had to live through during the war 
were horrific.  In his diary Dave 
speaks of the daily struggle, “the 
flies and the sickly smell of death 
out in front, where the dead of both 

Extracts from Dave’s diary during the battle of El Alamein are on the following pages.

World War Two facts’n’figures 

• WWII  was fought from 1 
September 1939 when Germany 
invaded Poland and ceased on 
2 September 1945 when Japan 
signed a surrender agreement on 
the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay

• The war was primarily fought 
between the Axis nations 
(Germany, Italy, Japan and 
their smaller allies) and 
the Allied nations, led by 
Britain and its commonwealth 
nations, USSR and the USA

• Around 140,000 New Zealand 
men and women served – 
104,000 in the Second NZ 
Expeditionary Force, the rest in 
the British or NZ naval or air 
forces, with almost 12,000 losing 
their lives during the conflict

• New Zealand was involved for 
all but three of the 2,179 days 
of the war and our soldiers 
fought globally from Egypt and 
Europe to Japan and the Pacific

• WWII was the most destructive 

conflict in history.  It cost more 
money, damaged more property 
and killed more people than any 
other war in history

• During the war the Allies dropped 
3.4 million tons of bombs

• The country with the largest 
number of casualties was Russia, 
with over 21 million

• It is estimated that 1.5 million 
children died during the  
Holocaust







A soldier of the Vietnam 
War, Sergeant John William 
Kirby - 6th Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment was the 
great uncle of Chloe Harvey 
(Commercial Services).  His story 
is one of courage and sacrifice 
commemorated at The Last 
Post Ceremony in June 2013. 

Born in Sydney in 1935, Jack 
Kirby enlisted in the Australian 
Army shortly after his 18th 
birthday.  He served in Korea with 
the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment, and with 3RAR in 
Malaya, where his courage and 
initiative was first noted.  In 1963 
he was made an instructor at the 
Jungle Warfare School at Kota 
Tinggi and, during the Indonesian-
Malaysian Confrontation, he served 
with 3RAR in Sarawak, Borneo.

By the time he was promoted to the 
rank of Warrant Officer in January 
1966, Jack Kirby was a member 
of that elite group of experienced 
non-commissioned officers who 
comprised the backbone of the 
Australian Army.  He was posted 
as Company Sergeant Major to D 
Company 6RAR, then training for 
its first tour of duty in Vietnam.

Kirby was a popular leader with 
"nashos" and regulars alike, widely 

A Vietnam Hero
respected for his experience and 
abilities. He was affectionately 
nick-named "Big Jack" by his 
soldiers for his burly physique 
and blunt manner.  In June 
1966, 6RAR became the third 
Australian infantry battalion to 
enter the war in South Vietnam.  
The company was destined to 
become one of the most celebrated 
infantry units to serve in the war.

On the afternoon of 18 August 1966 
D Company, numbering just 108 
men, encountered a combined force 
of Viet Cong and North Vietnamese 
Army regulars, estimated at over 
2,000 men.  Under intense enemy 
fire, they fought off repeated 
enemy assaults, assisted by 
accurate artillery fire from their 
base at Nui Dat.  The company was 
later awarded a US Presidential 
Unit Citation for extraordinary 
heroism in what became known 
as the Battle of Long Tan.

Throughout the fierce three-hour-
long engagement Warrant Officer 
Kirby was a mainstay of the  
company.  Under almost continuous 
enemy fire, the CSM moved among 
the soldiers, distributing ammunition, 
organising the collection and 
treatment of the wounded, steadying 
and encouraging the men, and even 

joking with them on occasion.  At 
one stage of the battle, Kirby rushed 
out and personally silenced an 
enemy heavy machine gun, saving 
the life of another soldier who was 
injured. For his outstanding bravery 
and inspirational leadership, 
Kirby was later awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal.

Almost six months later on  
6 February 1967, during a routine 
search-and destroy mission, several 
misdirected artillery rounds fell on 
D Company headquarters.  Four 
Australian soldiers were killed or 
died of wounds and 13 others were 
wounded.  Jack Kirby was hit in the 
chest by shrapnel and died before 
he could be evacuated.

Kirby’s death by “friendly fire” 
stunned his comrades. Ron Eglinton, 
a machine-gunner wounded in the 
action at Long Tan, later recalled, 
“He was a big, gruff, heavy man, 
a real father figure to us all, and 
he was dead.”  The medical officer 
who treated Kirby reflected that he 
“had appeared invincible at Long 
Tan, and had become a mixture of 
hero, idol, mascot and good luck 
charm for the Company.”

Jack Kirby was 31 years old.  His 
body was flown home to Australia 
for a funeral with full military 
honours on 23 February 1967.

Warrant Officer 2 John William ‘Jack’ Kirby 
Company Sergeant Major (CSM)  
D Company, 6th Battalion, The Royal 
Australian Regiment (6RAR), and of Windsor, 
Brisbane, Qld, receives the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal (DCM) from Brigadier  
O. D. Jackson, former Commander of the  
1st Australian Task Force


